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2017 Valley of Tucson Honourmen 

 

 

Gene E. Bull, 32° KCCH 

 

Donald S. Donham, 32° KCCH 

 

Ronald W. Richards 32° KCCH 

 

 

Ahmet S. Erdemir, 32° 

 

Thomas E. Jones, 32° 

 

Robert G. Kille, 32° 

 

Hector G. Monroy, 32° 

 

Robin E. Settlemeyer, 32° 

 

James W. Wild, 32° 
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 that effort as we’ve had a lot of interest in renting 

that space for Special Events.   

Other work in progress includes the conversion of 

the church to a library. Bro. Bob Kille, 32° and I are 

building a gothic fan fault ceiling for it and expect 

the result to be spectacular (Google “Sherborne 

Abby Choir Ceiling images” to see approximately 

what it will look like).  

The Tuesday Crew is back and continuing to assist 

in regular maintenance.  They could use some more 

help so if you have a skill … or want to develop one 

… contact Bro. Arnold “Rusty” Rouse, 32°.  He 

could use your assistance and it would be 

appreciated.  

It’s shaping up to be an unusually busy autumn and 

that means Special Events.  Lynn will in need of 

volunteers to help set up for those special events and 

also for extra staff help during the event.  She will 

be putting together a sign up system for you to 

volunteer. 

Lynn is also working with Bro Brian Pilz, 32°,  

KCCH on Parking Lot staffing.  We are 

offering our local Blue Lodge Brothers the chance 

to help work the lot and make some extra monies for 

their Lodge.  Brian will have the details soon. 

I know that there is much to do but we should all be 

proud of our preservation of the Cathedral.  Many 

Scottish Rite Valleys are selling their buildings 

rather than assume the responsibility for the 

stewardship of Masonic architecture.  The support 

of our Temple by the membership has been noticed 

and commented on around the Southern Jurisdiction 

and it could not be done without you 

Fraternally, 

Ill Bro. Rex R. Hutchins, 33°, GC 

Personal Representative, Valley of Tucson 

FROM THE  

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE: 

F 
irst, let me 

apologize for 

taking so long 

to get out the 

first Rite Words for this 

year.  When I took over 

in January there were 

several issues that had to 

be dealt with right away.  

Ill. Bro.  Atchley’s 

illness caused some 

projects to fall behind and catching them up has been 

an effort …  but our progress is steady.   

I want to thank Ill. Bro. Jeff Horton, 33° for taking 

over as General Secretary in a time of crisis and Lynn 

Jager for assuming the duties of Special Events 

Planning and Building Rentals after Peggy left.  

To update you on our projects, the one that has 

caused the most distress is the brick fund-raising for 

the Cathedral Foundation.  While over 350 bricks 

were sold, it appears that the money was used to pay 

bills for the Cathedral with no funds set aside for the 

engraving of the bricks.  We are assiduously seeking 

a solution to this problem and I am committed to 

seeing the project through to completion,  hopefully 

before the end of the year. Price quotes for engraving 

the bricks is around $7,000.  Interestingly, this 

number approaches the actual cost of a laser machine 

to do the work … which we could purchase, do the 

work ourselves and then have the machine for other 

money-making projects.  

The Egyptian Room is nearly finished but the entry 

way still has considerable work left.  A special thanks 

is hereby sent out to Ill. Bro. Bob Hannon, 33° for a 

donation for lumber to continue the ceiling panels in 

the entry way.  We are very interested in completing 
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 Tucson Scottish Rite 

2017-18 Events Schedule 

Check our website and Facebook page for updates and 

additional events ~ www.TucsonScottishRite.org 

Rite Words 
Orient of Arizona  ~  Valley of Tucson 

Articles appearing in this publication express only the private opinion 

or  assertions of the writer  and  are not necessarily those  of the 

Scottish Rite Bodies. 

Articles submitted must be informative and relate to Masonry and/or be 

of general public interest. When possible, photographs illustrating these 

articles should accompany the submission.  

The Rite Words is published six times annually, in  January,  March, 

May, July, September and  November.  Deadline  for  submission of 

articles for the next publication is October 5, 2017. 

EDITOR 

SK Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr., 32°, KSA 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 

Ill Bro. Jeffrey R. Horton, 33° 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bro Joseph F. Leininger, 32°, KCCH 

Send articles, comments or suggestions  to: 

secretary@TucsonScottishRite.org 

Mail Change of Address To: 

 

P.O. Box 391—Tucson, AZ  85702-0391 

Scottish Rite Office Hours:  

MON —  THU ~  9:00am—3:00pm 

Office Phone Number: 520-622-8364 Office  Fax  

Number: 520-622-8660 

Illustrious Brother Eric Leibsohn, 33° is the Deputy of the Supreme 

Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for 

the Southern Jurisdiction,  U.S.A.  in  the Orient  of Arizona. 

Illustrious Brother Rex R. Hutchins, 33°, G.·. C.·. is the Personal 

Representative of the Deputy of the Supreme Council in Arizona for 

the Valley of Tucson.  

Brother Robert G. Kille, 32°,  is the Assistant Personal Representative 

of  the  Deputy of the Supreme Council in Arizona for the Valley of 

Tucson. 

9/28 Stated Meeting 

10/14 2017 Honours Celebration 

10/26 Stated Meeting — Feast of Tishri 

11/3-4 Fall Reunion 

11/9 Stated Meeting — Election of Officers  

12/14 Holiday Program — Open to the Public   

12/17 Arizona Commandery No. 1 Christmas 

Observance — Open to the Public 

1/27/18 Robert Burns Supper — Open to the 

Public (Tentative)  

1/25 Stated Meeting — Installation of  

Officers Open to the Public 

2/17 George Washington Celebration — 

Open to All Master Masons (Tentative)  

2/22 Stated Meeting — Country Hoe-Down 

Theme 

3/22 Stated Meeting —  KSA Knighting  

Ceremony 

4/26 Stated Meeting — Ceremony of  

Remembrance and Renewal 

5/4-5 Spring Reunion 

5/24 May Stated Meeting — Birthday  

Celebration 

5/31-6/2 Grand Lodge Communication 

mailto:patchley@TucsonScottishRite.org
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Beginning in September the office hours will be 

from 9:AM until 3:PM.  The display cases are being 

handled by Ill. Bro. Bobby Creech, 33° who has 

been doing a great job maintaining a decent supply 

of Masonic Family items.  You need not wait until 

the Stated Meeting to purchase items I am always 

ready to help with your purchases.  Yes we do take 

Visa and Master Card. 

IllBro. Jeffrey R. Horton, 33° 

General Secretary 

 

FROM THE  

SECRETARY’S DESK 

I 
t’s great to be back as your Secretary!  Many 

thanks to Ill Bro. Rex Hutchins, 33° G C 

for his support and of course Ill Eric 

Leibsohn,  33°, Deputy of the Supreme 

Council for Arizona for appointing me to this 

position. 

There have been many changes since I last served as  

secretary.  Dealing with our web site and the Rite 

Words has been a challenge.  Fortunately the Scottish 

Rite Sentinel System hasn’t changed much.  

The unfortunate part has been seeing how many 

Brothers have been and will be suspended for non-

payment of dues (NPD).    This trend has to stop.  

The 2018 dues cards are in and you can be among the 

first to have one in your possession.  Just send the 

$95.00 to the Tucson Scottish Rite. 

Lynn Jager has taken over as the  Special Event 

Coordinator for the Tucson Scottish Rite.  She has 

been working hard scheduling events such as 

weddings and corporate group meetings.  Lynn needs 

your help.  If you can be available to help with setup 

and tear down of these event it would be very much 

appreciated and a great help in providing additional 

income for the maintenance of our building.  If you 

can help in any way please call the office at 520-622-

8364 or my cell which is 520-260-8360. 

The Tuesday Crew is back!  Many thanks to Bros. 

Arnold “Rusty” Rouse, 32°, Jim Moline, 32° KC

CH and Ill. Bro. Gary Plumb, 33° for starting up 

the Crew this summer.  If you would like to join 

them, they meet every Tuesday at around 9:00 AM 

and usually work for a few hours.  Both Lynn and I 

have been able to give them projects as there are 

many things that always need attention. 
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chairs. For those with physical limitations,  I get it. 

Can your spouse work a little harder than you but 

you want to come anyway?  Yippeeee, I bet I could 

find a job for you, just so you can be part of this 

endeavor. 

My second biggest need is to share the load of final 

building lockup at the end of the event.  Many times 

this could be close to midnight.  As the coordinator, 

I need to be here for the early morning shift and 

setup for when the client arrives.  Can you take over 

to hang out during the festivities and be the last one 

out? 

Finally, there are some additional areas that Jeff and 

I talked about that cross the line between Special 

Events (Lynn) and Fraternal meetings (Jeff).  Here 

are just a few ways you may also help: 

 Cleaning Crew:  Inside (table cleaning, chair 

stains, walls, things beyond normal 

housekeeping) / Outside (building walls, 

concrete stains, parking lot, pigeons, windows, 

weed control, etc.) 

 Tuesday Crew:  Gary, Jim and Rusty are back in 

action repairing stuff 

 Stage Crew:  in addition to the Fraternal use of 

the stage drops, I have special events that need 

assistance with lowering them, or even changing 

them during the event (ballet, and symphony) 

 Elevator Crew:  limited walking involved, 

mostly sitting until needed, if needed for 

handicap guests 

 Kitchen Crew:  we would like to start serving 

our own meals at the Stated Meetings and 

Reunions 

Please call me … I would love to hear your ideas.  I 

am here for you and I hope to see you soon! 

Lynn Jager, Special Events Coordinator 

FROM THE  

SPECIAL EVENTS DESK 

I 
 am so excited to coordinate Special Events for 

you.  This beautiful, historic building is a gem 

… for the city and the Fraternity  … and I will 

do my best to provide funds for its continued 

use.  All Special Event rental fees are considered 

donations to the Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral 

Building Foundation, LLC.  Of course, only the net 

proceeds will benefit the Foundation, not the gross 

amount.  What this means is, the more help I get from 

you, the less I have to pay for help, so more funding 

goes to Foundation to preserve our historic cathedral.  

I need you as my partner!   

I have had a couple of potential event conversations 

with Members and their families and I LOVE THAT!  

This really ought to be the first place you think of to 

hold a party of your own.  Besides automatically 

getting a 50% discount on rental fees (just by being a 

member), I promise to do my best to help you host 

the perfect event within your budget. Remember, 

your fee is actually a donation to "your house."  What 

kind of celebration would you like to plan next?   

You can also help by joining my group of “Special 

Event Volunteers”.  There are a lot of jobs I need 

help with: 

 Moving tables and chairs, dance floor, equipment 

 Setting tables, counting silverware, folding 

napkins, stuffing sugar packets 

 Busing tables, collecting dishes, washing dishes, 

managing trash, checking restrooms 

 Chaperoning events, watching for needs, 

answering questions (building and fraternal) 

 Staying late with and breaking down the room 

 Taking the role of “Last Man Out” 

Obviously, muscle is certainly needed for tables and 
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 DIRECTOR OF THE WORK 

T 
hank you to Ill. Bro. Rex Hutchins, 

33°, GC for allowing me to help 

the Scottish Rite in this position! 

The Fall Reunion is just around 

the corner.  Take note of the date—Friday and 

Saturday,  November 3 & 4, 2017.   

The degree teams are in the planning stage and will 

begin rehearsing soon.  If you are a Brother who 

would like to join a team, let me know and I will 

notify the director of your desires.  This applies to 

the departments as well; Property, Makeup and 

Wardrobe can always use help.  Even if you are not 

involved in ritualistic work or in a department, we 

NEED your help sitting on the sidelines as 

supporters for the Candidates and Degree Teams.  

Please make an effort ... ESPECIALLY THIS 

YEAR ... to support your Reunion. 

Our Cathedral continues to improve due to the 

efforts of the many volunteers.  We’d like you to 

become one!  If you haven’t been to the Temple 

recently, please come early to the September Stated 

Meeting and we will be glad to give you a tour. 

Get those petitions turned in and let’s get to work! 

Bro Robert C. Richards, 32° KCCH 

Director of the Work 

LODGE OF PERFECTION 

I 
t’s a new year, Brothers, and I get the feeling 

that it’s going to quicker than the previous 

ones.  We’ve got a lot in store and a lot to do 

hope each of you are planning on having as 

good a year as I am. 

Our September meeting will be held on Thursday the 

28th @ 7:30pm.  I’m looking forward to seeing 

everyone after the Summer break.  It should be a 

good meeting since we’ll have updates on the last 3 

months’ activities, some petitions to vote on, updates 

on the upcoming reunion and some new 

appointments to meet.  The meals are great, but the 

companionship is even better.  Be sure to bring your 

lady and enjoy a night out of the house.  

Our Fall Reunion is set for November 3rd and 4th.  We 

look forward to your participation as a cast member, 

working behind the scenes or as a sideliner.  All are 

so vitally important to a successful Reunion.  

Registration begins at 7:30am with the Opening 

scheduled for 8:00am.   

Brethren, I’ll see each of you and your lady at our 

next meeting.  Watch the website and Facebook as 

well as the next issue of the Rite Words for more 

information about upcoming events and programs.  

Or better yet, get your information from the Rite 

source—the Temple in Tucson! 

Bro Timothy D. Alphin, 32° KCCH 

Venerable Master 

•    IMPORTANT NOTICE    • 

Remember —  

you will be asked to show your  

2017 Dues Card when attending 

Scottish Rite meetings and events. 
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 the rough edges to become smooth and refined.  I 

carry this coin in my pocket as a constant reminder 

to remain faithful and steadfast in that work.  

Membership continues to be one of the most 

important priorities. It is no secret that our numbers 

have been in decline for many years and for many 

reasons including deaths and suspension for non-

payment of dues.  It is up to each and every one of 

us to be true ambassadors of the fraternity to help 

retain and grow our membership.  We all need to 

continue improving our efforts with this endeavor.   

If there are financial hardships and one is unable to 

pay dues – the Almoner is here to assist.  No one 

will be turned away for lack of funds and in concert 

with the teachings of the craft – the Almoner’s fund 

shall always be available for this purpose.  

I look forward to being together with you in Tucson 

as we go from dark to light in this new season of 

Masonic activity.  Please know that I am here for 

you and feel free to contact me regarding any 

subject at any time.  Thank you all for the great 

work you are doing to support Scottish Rite in 

Arizona and throughout the entire jurisdiction!  

Fraternally, 

IllBro. Erik Liebsohn, 33° 

Deputy of the Supreme Council for Arizona 

ELeibsohn@SRmason-az.org 

480-483-1101 

NAME BADGES 

The following Brothers have name badges in the 

Secretary’s Office:  

David H. Brakefield, Michael F. Byrnes, Chris D. 

Dempsey, Paul A. Diaz, .Randall J. Goodell, 

Michael M. Hojjatie, Samuel H. Leslie, Douglas A. 

Prall., Clinton T. Russell, Robert L. Sprorhase 

Please come by and pick yours up  as soon as 

possible. 

FROM THE DEPUTY OF THE  

SUPREME COUNCIL 

N 
ow that 

the 

Arizona 

summer 

heat is almost over, we 

have a lot to look 

forward in our 

upcoming Masonic year 

ahead.  I have just 

returned home from an 

inspirational week in 

Washington DC 

attending Southern Jurisdiction’s Biennial Session.  

This provided a great opportunity for myself and 

many others to bond with our brethren from around 

the entire jurisdiction.  I must say, we have much 

more in common with each other than differences.  

There were many highlights of this session including 

witnessing several of our members receive the honor 

of 33rd degree Inspector General Honourary at the 

DC Masonic Temple.  I wish to extend a sincere 

congratulations to all the members of our Orient 

receiving honors – both 32 KCCH and 33rd 

degree. (please see list from the Secretary contained 

herein).  This is a very special time for the recipients 

and very well deserved.  Congratulations to all!!! 

The theme of this year’s session was “The Rough and 

Smooth Ashlars”.  We were presented a 

commemorative coin by the Sovereign Grand 

Commander featuring on one side a Rough Ashlar 

and the other side a Perfect Ashlar inscribed with the 

phrase, “The rules of Masonry in hand to take, and 

daily progress therein make”.  As the Grand 

Commander explained, our character is shaped 

through the years just as are the ashlar, rough and 

imperfect.  Like those ashlars, we are to constantly 

strive, through our masonic journey, to chip away at 
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SUMMER VISITORS 

I 
n addition to all the other goings on this 

summer, Jeff and Lynn found that the 

Cathedral had some “Summer Visitors” in 

the form of a very large bee hive on the roof.  

Since the City of Tucson asked and the hive’s 

inhabitants had not reserved the space, BeeMaster of 

Tucson was contacted and moved our guests to 

another area.  “All told,” Jeff said, “the bees 

numbered in the hundreds of thousands.  And we 

didn’t even get one petition from them.” 

IN MEMORIAM 

Sherman L. Allen May 3, 2016 Donald R. Newcomer Jan. 21, 2016 

Ralph B. Askew June 5, 2016 Samuel P. Pankey Dec. 16, 2016 

William O. Betterton Oct. 10, 2016 Harry D. Paulus Dec. 8, 2106 

Leslie S. Blankenship April 8, 2016 Paul Rathbun Jan. 1, 2106 

Robert N. Crawford June 3, 2016 Paul D. Moe an. 1, 2016 

Richard W. Donoto March 18, 2106 Wendell Richins July 18, 2016 

Franklin R. Dunton Sept. 4, 2016 Lloyd J. Shinn Dec. 17, 2016 

Anthony S. Fiscella July 1, 2017 John F. Thomson April 25, 2016 

Charles B. Grant Oct. 28, 2016 Jack L. Vanderkolk Oct. 14, 2016 

Bob Bailey  Godfrey June 20, 2107 Robert S. Wildon June 23, 2016 

Robert B Hall Aug. 19, 2016  Jack A. Wright Jan. 14, 2017 

Todd W. Hemingway Dec. 21, 2016 

Soft and safe to thee, my Brother,  

be thy resting place. 

Craig  M. Herring Sept.17, 2016 

Max D. Jones Sept. 6, 2016 

Deadline for NOV issue articles is  

Oct 5, 2017 
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During the Ceremony, the Grand Minister of State 

presents the recipients with the “Synthetic Badge".  

While these decorations are seldom worn, it does 

not mean that we can forget the symbolism they 

hold.  We are informed that we “...are entitled to 

wear this badge as a trophy secured by days and 

nights of toil and service in Masonry.” 

Lastly the KCCH recipients are bound with 

“the belt of knighthood” by the Grand Commander.  

This belt is described as follows:  “Sometimes it 

was the belt and the sword, which was given the 

postulant and sometimes the belt alone.  It was to 

teach the knight that he must ever be ready to do 

battle for the cause in which he was engaged.” 

Our new KCCH members will learn these 

lessons but they apply to all of use.  Therefore, I 

submit to you, my Brothers, that we must now go to 

battle!  We must battle for our cause...of protecting 

Scottish Rite Masonry in the Valley of Tucson.  We 

must battle for each other and our common way of 

thinking and acting.  Most of all, I ask that we all 

battle entitlement and apathy. May we never feel 

that we are entitled to the honors which we have 

received merely on what we have accomplished in 

the past, but that we continue to earn them each and 

every day.  Our service is not done...we need to 

continue to take an active role in our Valley! 

Let us focus on making a difference NOW...not 

later.  If you want to take part, but simply do not 

know where to start or who to ask...let me know.  I 

would be happy to help you find somewhere to start, 

or to simply work alongside you. 

Bro Randal S. Jager, 32°, KCCH 

Treasurer, Valley of Tucson 

CALL TO ARMS 

W 
e hear it time and time again, 

another of our Fraternal groups 

begging for help...or money...or 

more members. It is easy for us to 

say, “I have done my service, it is time for others to 

step up.” But do we ever reach a point when we have 

completed our service? Of course the answer is 

“NO.” Our service is done when we at last lay down 

our working tools and stand before the Great 

Architect. 

The Scottish Rite is no exception to this situation.  

The Valley of Tucson is always asking for help...or 

money...or more members.  We have to, we not only 

have a significant membership of Scottish Rite 

members who count on our existence, we also have 

the Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral which counts on 

our service and support.  Nowhere in Arizona is there 

another building that celebrates our Fraternity quite 

the way that the Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral does.  

We should be endlessly proud of our Cathedral and 

what it offers to Arizona Freemasonry and we must 

band together to help preserve it. 

I want to congratulate all of our Brothers who have 

been invested with the Knight Commander Court of 

Honour at this year’s Biennial Session.  As you will 

soon see, the Investiture Ceremony for the Knights 

Commander Court of Honour is filled with lessons 

which reinforce the need for our continued 

participation.  

In the opening remarks of the Lt. Grand Commander, 

he states of the KCCH:  “It indicates that up 

to this time your conduct, zeal, and fidelity have been 

such as to mark you as faithful Scottish Rite Masons.  

Whether this opinion will prevail depends on a 

continuation or an increase exercise of those 

commendable qualities which have earned our of 

your past efforts…” 
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 KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDREW 

W 
elcome back Sir Knights!  As you 

can see from the other Rite 

Words , we have a busy year 

ahead of us.  I’m asking each of 

you to dig out your schedules, planners, cell phones 

… whatever you use to remind yourself …  make 

note of these important activities: 

Fall Reunion—we will be doing the Knight of the 

Brazen Serpent (29th Degree) under Sir Knight Rod 

Wagoner’s direction.  SK Rod will be sending the 

Cast List out by our September meeting.  We have 

the degree divided into many easy parts so if you 

aren’t on the list and want to be, make sure to see 

SK Rod at the Stated Meeting. 

In addition to the degree, we will be performing the 

Opening, Ring Ceremony and Closing.  We need to 

make sure that we have the proper number of 

Knights in attendance because it is a quite 

impressive opening when properly staffed.  Plan on 

practices for those sections as well. 

Robert Burns Night—this will likely be the 3rd or 

4th Saturday in January.  We will need all Sir 

Knights available to assist.  Remember, this is OUR 

night and has been very successful the last two 

years.  Let’s keep that trajectory going! 

Parking Lot—SK Brian Pilz has been given the 

leadership role in the Parking Lot and he really 

needs our support, especially on Wed. evening,.  He 

is also offering some of the duties to our local Blue 

Lodges so that they can make money for their 

causes.   

Let’s discuss these items … and more … when we 

meet again on September 28. 

SK Benjamin  E. Headen, 32°, KSA 

Venerable Master,  

Tucson Knights of St. Andrew 

Valley of Tucson / Orient of Arizona 

2017 Honours Celebration 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 

Reservation Form 

(Please Print) 

Name:   __________________________________________  

Lady’s Name:   ____________________________________  

Address:   ________________________________________  

City:  ______________________________ Zip:   _________  

Phone:   __________________________________________  

Email:   __________________________________________  

10:00am—Red Room 

Knight Commander Court of Honour Investiture 

Open to the Public 

Number of Reservations:  ______________ 

12:00pm—Atchley Hall 

Luncheon 

Menu:  Garden Salad, Pesto Stuffed Chicken, Pepper Jack  

Scalloped Potatoes, Asparagus, Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea 

Open to the Public  —  By Advance Reservation Only 

Number of Reservations:  ______________  

2:00pm—Red Room 

33º Inspector General Honorary Coronation 

Open to 33º Scottish Rite Masons Only 

Attending:  Y ___    N ___ 

Please attach your check and mail completed  

Reservation Form to: 

Jeff Horton  -  Tucson Scottish Rite 

P.O. Box 391| 

Tucson, AZ  85702 

Deadline for Receipt of Reservations is September 30, 2017 
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TUCSON SCOTTISH RITE MAINTENANCE FUND 

Your gift to the Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation, Inc., qualifies as a tax deductible donation. 

Please accept my gift of:      $25.00         $50.00        $75.00        $100.00     Other ___________  

Name:  ___________________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________  

City: ____________________________ State:  ________  Zip Code:   _________  

Email: ____________________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________  

   My check, payable to the Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation, Inc., is enclosed. 

Please charge my:             MasterCard          VISA          Discover Card           American Express 

Account #: ___________________________________________________ Exp. Date:_________________ 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________ 

Mail to:  Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation, Inc.—P.O. Box 391—Tucson, AZ  85702-0391 


