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An American Soldier's Creed

| am an American Soldier.
my country in a noble cause. | am prepared to
give my life to keep our nation free. | will keep
myself fit to perform my duty and can be
trusted to do my best. Other soldiers can
depend on me, and | will follow my leaders
faithfully. In battle | will never falter. Brave
soldiers of the past would be proud of me. |
am the American Soldier.

| am the American Soldier. For the
American people, my family, my fellows, my sons
and daughters to come — | carry on. Born of
explorers, colonists, hunters in deer skins;
schooled in the wilderness; fighting for our
continent — | carried on for the rights of man.
Wherever | was needed; whenever | was called, |
stood and delivered. | came through. | was an
American on the march. And now, today, here |
come again, marching again at the same old
job — same old, brand new job — marching
again with all free men and women. | am the
ring of steel around democracy; the ramparts
that you sing about, | am the citizen soldier; the
nation in arms. | am the eyes of the artillery;
the marching refrain, the brains of the tank; the
nerves of the aircraft. | am the Liberty Bell; the
salt of our youth. | am the fighting man and
woman of every outpost from Alaska to Hawaii
and beyond; from Panama to Puerto Rico to
Iceland and beyond. Whatever the need — for
the spirit of liberty, for the future were making
— |, the American Soldier, am the shield.

| proudly serve

Petersburg Gospel Center

A Soldier’s Prayer

God our Father, help me remain true to my
ideals during my service to my country. Help
me to be what is best in America, the land of
the free. May | realize that | represent what our
country stands for. My uniform is a symbol of
duty and valor both in peace and in war. | take
up arms to defend what all Americans hold
dear. life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Grant me the strength to live according to these
ideals, the courage of my convictions, and the
resolve to endure whatever dangers threaten.
With you at my side | fear no evil and resist
every enemy, secure in the knowledge that you
hold me in the palm of your hand.

Amen
Petersburg Gospel Center
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Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. in the Orient of Arizona.
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Personal Rep’s Message
By Ill.". J. Michael Atchley, 33°

With our Spring Reunion just a couple of days

away, it’s time to take a few moments from our
busy schedules to join the Reunion, May 1st and 2nd.
Time to sit and observe the degrees, encourage the new
candidates and even participate. If just twenty-five
percent of our members attend the Reunion, we would
fill the Red Room.

The officers of the Tucson Scottish Rite Bodies have
been working extra hard this Spring to make sure our
meetings are more than reading minutes, paying bills and
adjourning. The attendance at our Stated Meeting
dinners has increased and the number of ladies
participating in the Rite Ladies is growing. What better
way to spend a Thursday evening with your brothers and
ladies. Come and join us!

May 9th at 2:30 p.m., we will host 12 Master Masons
and their ladies from the United Grand Lodge of
England. They will be demonstrating the degrees as
exemplified in England as well as tracing our roots from
1723 to the present. As seating is limited, reservations
are a must.

The Rite Ladies have planned a program for all the
ladies and we encourage you to bring your lady and stay
for dinner. There is no cost for the ladies program.

The cost for the demonstration is $15.00 for Master
Masons and $10.00 for each dinner reservation.

Now that the construction on Scott Avenue is wrapping
up, take a few minutes and stand across the street and
look at the improvement it has made to the appearance of
our Cathedral. We will have one of the most attractive
buildings in all of downtown Tucson.

While the outside has received a face lift, The Tuesday
Crew has been busy doing the same thing to the inside of
the Cathedral. They have saved us a ton of money. Take
a few minutes to look around and make sure you give
them a big thank you.

New and exciting programs and events are happening
in our Valley. The one key improvement we need for
total success is YOU! Come, join with us. m

Some people try to turn back their odometers.

Not me,

| want people to know “why” | look this way.

I've traveled a long way and

some of the roads weren’t paved.
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We extend a very special Thank You to the following To
people who have generously donated to help with the . .
cost of printing and mailing the Rite Words. 0, Al e S, 2
We extend to you a very heartfelt
Clyde M. Hyde 25.00 Thank You
Michael and Peggy Atchley 25.00 fory olitlgenerols
Rollie Carlson 50.00 donation
Bob and Dessie Kincaid 25.00 to the
Tom and Barbara Chapman 25.00 Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation
Archie Anderson 50.00
Donald J. Vingino 2500 ||}
Maxine Wood 100.00 e
Terry W. Henley 50.00 Bro. Chester N. Palmer, 32°
Bob Meisenheimer 25.00 and
Robert G. Kaley 25.00 Bro. Fredrick T. Compston, 32°,
Al Camacho 50.00 K C. C. H.".
Herman E. Ziemer 25.00 _
I TS 50.00 Please accept our sincere thanks for
o < d.A Seh 25 .00 your generous donations to the
on an nna Schauer .
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation
You too can help—Donate $25.00 for one year
Please send your donation to: Thank You
Rite Words
P.O. Box 391 o
Tucson, AZ 85702 X Pennies From Heaven
Thank You ! 2 .
o A very special Thank You to:
Thank You Bro. Donald A. Olson, 32°
To the Members of for contributing $166.13 to our Pennies From
Heaven program.
Anahuac Lodge No. 81 You too can participate in our Pennies From
on Scott Avenue. these Brothers our beautiful Cathedral and help support the Child
) ’ Language Center.
found the time and a way to work the . _ . _
th parking lot this past month Donation jars are available at the Scottish Rite
south p g P : Office.
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Tucson Scottish Rite
2009 Schedule of Events

Please cut on the dotted lines and place this
Schedule of Events on your calendar.

Tucson Scottish Rite

2009 Schedule of Events
5/1-2 Spring Reunion
5/7  Scottish Rite Discussion Group
5/9  United Grand Lodge of England
5/9  Ladies Program—Campbell Room
5/28  Scottish Rite Birthday Celebration

JUNE ~ JULY ~ AUGUST
CATHEDRAL IS DARK

9/3  Scottish Rite Discussion Group
9/24  Past Venerable Masters’ Night
10/4-6 Biennial Session, Supreme Council,
Washington, D.C.
10/7  Scottish Rite Discussion Group
10/11 Honors Brunch,
Tanque Verde Guest Ranch
10/22 Feast of Tishri
(Heads of GYR Bodies)
10/25 Masonic Family Picnic and Fair

11/1  CHIP Concert
Catalinas Community Choir
11/4  Scottish Rite Discussion Group

11/6-7 Fall Reunion

11/12 Thanksgiving Celebration

11/14 Honors Investiture

12/3  Scottish Rite Discussion Group
12/10 Christmas Celebration and Elections

- Wrinkles e

should merely indicate

.. where smiles have been. .

®e, Mark Twain °°

Congratulations To:

Bro. William R White, 32°,
Bro. Richard G. Hall, 32°,
Bro. Daniel J. Viljac, 32°,
Bro. Carlos A. Garcia, 32°,
and
Ill.". Robert C. Conrad, 33°

For Completing

The Master Craftsman Correspondence Program

L)
",

SCOTTISH RITE
MASTER CRAFTSMAN

Want to Learn More About
Scottish Rite?

Join the Master Craftsman Correspondence Program and
you will . ..

+ Increase and test your knowledge of the Scottish
Rite while you learn about its structure and
organization, its rich history, and its deeply
philosophic Masonic teachings.

+ Six reading assignments and six open book
quizzes—work at your own pace.

= Ideal for individual study or attend our Scottish Rite
Discussion Group on the first Thursday of each
month.

# Course texts consist of A Bridge to Light (Hutchens)
and Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide
(de Hoyos)

s« Mail completed quizzes to the Supreme Council—
receive feedback and positive comments from
Supreme Council staff.

s Cost: $42.00 includes the entire course: text,
quizzes and shipping and handling.

The Master Craftsman Correspondence Program is
available for purchase at the Scottish Rite Office.
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Il.”. James W. Sebastian, 33°

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Ill." . James W. Sebastian, 33°, as Assistant Personal Representative for
the Valley of Tucson.

Jim, as he likes to be called, has a Masonic resume” that is so long it would take the remaining space in our newsletter
to list everything. So, here is the condensed Readers Digest version:

= Native Tucsonan; attended U of A; Occupation: Electrical Engineer; married to Norma; five children; thirteen
grandchildren and three great grandchildren; a certified instructor at Pima Community College.

« Jim has served the Fraternity for over 41 years in many capacities including, Worshipful Master of two different
Blue Lodges.

= As a Scottish Rite Mason, Jim has presided over all four Tucson Scottish Rite Bodies as well as all three York Rite
Bodies. Jim was coroneted an Inspector General Honorary of the 33° in 1991. He has served in several ritual parts
and was Degree Director of the 32° for fifteen years; served on the stage crew for 34 years and served as Director of
Education for five years.

e Jim was awarded the S.” .G." .I.".G." .”s Achievement Award in 2004 and the S.".G.".I.".G." .’s Legion of Merit
Award in 2009.

» As a Shrine-Mason, Jim was named “Shriner of the Year” in 1985 and was elected Potentate in 1999. Jim also
served as Ritualistic Potentate for 34 years and served as Ritual Director.

« Jim has 44 years of service with the DeMolay, has served as Master Councilor and District Master Councilor. In
addition, he has served as an advisor on local, district and state levels.

= Jim has been active in the Grand Lodge for over 30 consecutive years serving on numerous committees. He has
served as Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Lecturer and Grand Master’s Area Representative. He was

appointed Junior Grand Steward and is currently a Past Grand Master and Grand Trustee.

I think everyone will agree, we are extremely proud to have a Mason with such a distinguished Masonic background
accept the position of Assistant Personal Representative for our Valley.

By IlI. *. J. Michael Atchley, 33°, Personal Representative
___________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Tucson Lodge of Perfection

By Robert L. Hicks, 32°,
K.".C.".C.".H.".,
Venerable Master

J ust a reminder that on May 9th at

the Scottish Rite Cathedral
beginning at 2:30 p.m., the United
Grand Lodge of England Ritual Team
will be demonstrating all three
degrees as they are exemplified in
England. Dinner will be served at
5:30 p.m. Call the office today to
make your reservations.

During dinner at the May Stated
Meeting, we will be celebrating the
208th Birthday of the Southern
Jurisdiction of Scottish Rite Masonry.

This celebration was brought back
last year and enjoyed by all. Join us
again in wishing ourselves a Happy
Birthday.

The Sea W.itch is still sailing
around the lobby of the Cathedral,
looking for a home. You know the
one | mean, the model of the most
famous clipper ship that sailed the
seas in the 19th Century. The Sea
Witch is one of our fundraising
enterprises. It was built by our own
.. William E. Lofquist, 33°, and
comes complete with a glass case.
The model has a written appraised
value of $8,000.

To be the lucky winner, you need
only to buy a $10.00 ticket and have
your name drawn. We still have

some tickets left, so purchase one the
next time you are at the Cathedral.

Remember, all Brothers are invited
to attend the Scottish Rite Discussion
Group whether you are taking the
Master Craftsman Program or not.
The next meeting is May 7th at 7:00
p.m. at the Cathedral. We will not
meet during the months of June, July
or August but will resume our
meetings again on September 3rd.
We look forward to having you join
us.

Well, time flies and since this is the
last issue of the Rite Words before the
summer break, | hope all of you have
a pleasant summer.

We look forward to seeing you at
the Stated Meeting in September. m
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Charity
By Randy Jager, 32°,
Venerable Master, KSA

harity can often be a difficult

practice.  This is never truer
than when financial strains exist.
With our country’s economical
condition most charitable
organizations are now recognizing
lower contributions. However,
Masons are taught to practice fervent
charity. Even during this time, when
resources are strained, we must be
focused on charitable acts.

All too often, there are a select few
Brothers in Lodge who will be more
open to making charitable donations
and the remainder of the Brethren
will begin to rely on those Brothers

too much. I challenge all of us now
to step forward and put forth a best
effort to participate in the charitable
functions of our various Masonic
organizations. If all Brothers were to
contribute equally to the charities of
the Lodge, it would amount to less
for each and every one of us
individually.

Keep in mind that charity is not
limited to the sharing of material

wealth.  Charity can take many
forms. It could be in the form of
donating items to the rummage

collections of the Scottish Rite . . . .
This type of donation takes no
additional cash out of our pockets. It
could be in the form of volunteering
time to an event that earns funds for
Masonic charities. For those who
may be on a fixed income and do not

work every day, this could prove to
be an invaluable contribution which
any Masonic organization would be
most happy to receive.

Masonic charity is not the
responsibility of a select few; it is the
responsibility of all of us collectively.

Get active ~ play a part ~ Find out
how you can help today! m

Master Craftsman Discussion Group
By John W. George, 32°, K.".C.".C.".H.".

efore anything else, | would like to thank the Officers of Southern

Arizona Research Lodge #2: Master, Worshipful Brother John Shattuck
and Senior Warden, Most Worshipful Brother Rex Hutchens. Most of all |
would like to thank IIl.” . Arturo de Hoyos, 33° for taking time to honor the
Arizona Masonic Community with his visit. | could not help but form the
impression that this event was a success.

.. Arturo de Hoyos, 33° provided a most enlightening lecture, giving a
deeper insight into matters that had arisen in the study of the material, namely
the importance of the Noachite legend in the early formation of the Craft, as
well as the proper relation between “Council of Kadosh” and “Council of
Knights Kadosh” (they are the same).

| personally had the pleasure of discovering that my own approach to the
course material (taking my time, especially to ask intelligent questions in the
essay section) has had an unforeseen good effect.

I asked a question about the relationship between the “Council of Emperors
of East and West” and the “Gr. & Sov. Lodge of St. John of Jerusalem”. In
answering the question, he was moved to re-write part of the history section of
the Monitor. So there you have it: take your time with the material. Ask real
questions. You will benefit yourself and others.

The most recent meeting of the Discussion Group (Thursday, April 2nd)
was, as always, productive and enlightening. We welcomed a new member,
and the conversation, as always, roamed far and wide over many a fascinating
Masonic subject. We revisited the introductory material, and touched on the
formulas of the Eighteenth Degree.

To

Bro. Russell K. Amling, 32°,
K. .C..C. .H.".

We want to acknowledge
the beautiful
antique oil painting
you donated to the
Scottish Rite
Cathedral Foundation

Thank You

Remember: the first Thursday of
every month, “dark” months
excepted, 7:00 p.m. at the Cathedral
(the street construction should be
completed and ready to enjoy by our
May meeting).

You can purchase the Master
Craftsman Course for $42.00, which
includes shipping, at the Cathedral
and you don’t need to be a Mason,
or a Scottish Rite Mason, to buy the
course (the Discussion Group is a
different story—we need to be able
to discuss esoteric material without
inhibition).

I hope to see our project grow. It’s
been great so far.

Come join us on Thursday, May
7th at the Cathedral. m
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Presents Their 2009
Spring Masonic Family & Friends Event

A Pig Roast in the Park

With a Bluegrass/Old-t i me Country Performance by

When: Saturday, May 23, 2009, Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Where: Morris K. Udall Park - Ramadas 8 and 9

Cost: Adults: $ 13.00
Children: Ages 6—13 7.00
5 & Under Free

Additional Information

« The Country Trail Blazers will perform from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

« Meal includes: roast pork, beans, coleslaw, roll, dessert, and tea/lemonade/water (or hot
dog and chips for kids under 5).

» A jumping castle will be provided from Noon - 6 p.m.

« Be sure to bring lawn chairs, blankets, and sports equipment.

» Pig roasting is not an exact science. There will be all day fun, but the meal is served when
the pig is cooked. Weather permitting, this is planned for approximately 3 p.m. Once the
pig is roasting, there is no turning back. This event is planned for rain or shine; no refunds
will be available.

« Come out and enjoy an afternoon loaded with fun!

For ticket info contact: Randy Jager 405-6098

\N 1 G w
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Child Identification Program (CHIP) Fundraiser
By Robert E. Meisenheimer, 32°

The demand from parents to have child identification packets for their children is on a steep increase. We need
additional kits in Southern Arizona to handle the demand, according to our Southern Arizona CHIP Coordinators,
Michael and Peggy Atchley. The CHIP program is done at “no charge” to the parent and/or legal guardian—it is a
community service program put on by Masons all across the United States.

A CHIP kit costs $4,000.00 which includes a computer, printer, digital fingerprinting machine, camera, video recorder
and microphone.

At the February Stated Meeting | made a proposal, approved and supported by Ill.". Robert F. Hannon, 33°,
S..G.".l..G." ., to have a fundraising concert presented by the Catalinas Community Chorus. Over 50% of the

Brothers attending supported and pledged to purchase / sell four tickets each at $10.00 per ticket. We will only sell 400
tickets.

The concert is scheduled for Sunday, November 1, 2009 — 3:00 p.m.
in the Red Room of the Scottish Rite Cathedral

All ticket sales will be through the Tucson Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation, Inc., and are fully tax deductible. There
is a ticket sign-up sheet in the lobby for you to support this very important children’s program. Tickets will be available
for you to pick up at the September and October Stated Meetings. Please sign up early so we will have a sellout and will
be able to purchase additional equipment.

If you are unable to attend the concert, you can still support the CHIP program by mailing a donation to the Tucson
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 391, Tucson, 85702. Indicate on your check “CHIP Program”. The
Charitable Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Every donor will receive a letter to be used for tax reporting
purposes.

If you would like additional information about the CHIP program, please contact:

Michael or Peggy Atchley
520-624-8494 or via E-mail at
heartsgrandma@theriver.com

|\/|ay Stated Meeting HELP ! We Need Your Rummage HELP !
Dinner Menu By Donald B. Schauer, 32, K.".C.".C.".H.".
Baked Parmesan Chicken or ) .
Broccoli Cheddar Quiche We are desperately in need of your cast-offs, if you
Rice Pilaf - Mixed Steamed Vegetables can part with them. It’s hard to keep our doors open
Mixed Green Salad, Rolls & Butter ’ if we don’t get “different” items to sell.
Birthday Cake for Dessert Please, do what you can to help out.

PROBLIFEMS>2N] AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

CALL ! SERVICE CENTER
FAST RHINO (520) 292-0904 FAX 292-6137

COMPBRUINLER * BUCK'S %

ON-SITE COMPUTER SYSTEMS & REPAIR

(520) 818-9650 Al e e

f ComMPUTER DIAGROSTIC SERVICE
v FUEL INJECTION * FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
www.FastRhino.com TOWING AVAILABLE —Arizona




Max /June 2009

Rite Words

7:30 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:55 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

8:15a.m.

8:30 a.m.

8:45a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

11:20 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

3:10 p.m.

3:15 p.m.

4:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Spring Reunion Schedule

Friday, May 1, 2009
Schedule of Events

Class enrollment—Secretary’s Office
Class Roll Call

Opening Lodge of Perfection
Robert L. Hicks, 32°, K.".C.".C." H. .,
Venerable Master

Opening Address
I1l." . Robert F. Hannon, 33°
S..G.".I..G.". Of the Supreme
Council in Arizona

Reunion Prologue
Il.” . Walter U. Weber, 33°

Introduction to the Class Room,
Master Craftsman Program
John W. George, 32°, K.”.C.".C." .H.".

4° - Secret Master
Southern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

6° - Intimate Secretary
Tucson

8° - Intendant of the Building
Southern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

11° - Elu of the Twelve
Northern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

12° - Master Architect
Southern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

Lunch in Banguet Room

Classroom
14° - Perfect Elu
Northern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

Opening Chapter Rose Croix
.. Jerry J. Foard, 33°, Wise Master

17° - Knights of the East and West
Southern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

Classroom
K.".C.".C." .H.". Meeting in Phillips Room

7:30 a.m.

8:25a.m.

9:55 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

2:10 p.m.

2:15 p.m.

3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Spring Reunion Schedule

Saturday, May 2, 2009
Schedule of Events

Class Formation
(Pictures and Election of Officers)

18° - Knight Rose Croix
Northern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

Opening Council of Knights Kadosh
" . William E. Lofquist, 33°,
Commander

23° - Chief of the Tabernacle
Tucson

26° - Prince of Mercy or
Scottish Trinitarian
Tucson

Classroom
Lunch in the Banquet Room

30° - Knight Kadosh or
Knight of the White and Black Eagle
Northern Arizona Scottish Rite Club

Opening of the Consistory
I11.". Michael T. Bishop, 33°,
Master of Kadosh

32° - Master of the Royal Secret
Tucson

Classroom Wrap-Up
Cap and Ring Investiture

Remember,

once you’re over the hill,
you begin to pick up speed.

Charles Schulz

The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,

Southern Jurisdiction, USA

MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ,
to improve its members and enhance the communities in
which they live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and Truth while
actively embracing high social, moral and spiritual
values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication
to God, family and country.
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A Final Resting Place? . . . Maybe
Historical Soldiers

Interment Service and Observance
By Robert E. Whitney, PM

Over 70 Cavalry and Infantry Soldiers and dependants
from the 1860—1884 era will be re-interred in Sierra
Vista at the Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial
Cemetery’s (SAVMC) new Historical Memorial Section.

During 2006, Pima County archeologists recovered
these remains underneath a parking lot in downtown
Tucson from an abandoned military cemetery. For
dozens of Soldiers, who guarded Tucson during its
frontier era, eternal rest has been anything but peaceful.
Many of these Soldiers were directly involved in early
campaigns such as the Battle of Picacho Peak, the
Geronimo campaign and some of the Civil War
engagements throughout the Territory of Arizona.

At 10:00 a.m., May 16, 2009, SAVMC will have a
Special Memorial Observance and Interment Service for
these Soldiers and dependants to memorialize and honor
them. Many period actors, U.S. Army and Veteran
Organizations, as well as State and Federal Officials are
scheduled to participate in this historic special occasion to
honor these historic Soldiers from the past. This
Memorial Observance and Interment Service is open to
the public.

Among the remains to be interred are the remains of a
Soldier who was a Mason. According to an
Archeologialist report from page 12 of the “Joint Courts
Complex Military Section Identification Statement,”
excavation number 28076 contained a coffin with
hardware symbols of a Masonic fraternal organization
dated from around 1880. The remains are that of Bro.
Charles Knaeble, a Hospital Steward, from Offenburg,
Germany who enlisted in New York, NY on September
27, 1875 with the 8th U.S. Infantry, Company F. He died
on July 6, 1880 of typhomalaria fever. m

REALIZATION

To realize the value of a sister

hzr zvtl vul ~ov kvl zu.

To realize the value of ten years
ask a newly divorced couple.
To realize the value of four years
ask a graduate!
To realize the value of one year
ask a student who has failed a final exam.
To realize the value of nine months
ask a mother who gave birth to a stilborn.
To realize the value of one month
ask a mother who has given birth to a premature baby.
To realize the value of one week
ask an editor of a weekly newspaper.
To realize the value of one minute
ask a person who has missed the train, bus or plane.
To realize the value of orsecond
ask a person who has survived an accident.
Time waits for no one. Treasure every moment you
have, treasure it even more by sharing it with someone.
To realize the value of a friend or family member,
LOSE ONE.

Louisiana Trestleboard

l
- R-J-R
Rusty's Jewelry Renditions

Tucson, AZ. 85750  520-298-8745

O

Marvin H. Hoffman

Jewelry Consultant
Serving the community for over 50 years.

2014 S. Craycroft Road Tucson, Arizona 85711
ph: (520) 790-7404  fax: (520) 790-8353

- = T
ASS SHIP

B
N

i
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: 2540 W, CROowN KNG DR
TucsSoN, AZ 85741
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Altan Kol Grotto
Do You Really Know Your Grotto?

The Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted
Realm, whose subordinate bodies are the Grottoes, is an
organization by and for Master Masons. While not
connected with Masonry proper, membership is restricted
exclusively to Master Masons in good standing. Although
it is primarily an organization for good wholesome fun
and frolic, Grotto also has its serious side. Grottoes
slogan is GOOD FELLOWSHIP, and in contact with our
fellowman, this principle is exemplified to a marked
degree.

For some years prior to 1889, several members of
Hamilton Lodge No. 120, F. & A.M., in Hamilton, New
York, sought relaxation from the sterner duties of life by
holding occasional informal meetings for fun and good
fellowship.  The chief spirit in the fun was LeRoy
Fairchild. In the summer of 1889, he and a devoted band
of followers discovered the Enchanted Realm in which,
upon entering with song and laughter, they and their
successors found a rich heritage. The first meeting of this
organization was held on September 10, 1889. It was
decided at this meeting that the membership of the
organization should be confined to Master Masons in good
standing.

The idea of the Order proved immediately attractive.
Many distinguished Masons entered the Enchanted Realm
and returned pleased and charmed by its brilliancy. The
Order could no longer be confined to one locality and in
response to imperative requests that were not to be denied,
on June 13, 1890, the “F.D.C.” duly founded and
established the Supreme Council of the Mystic Order of
Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm.

Grotto is a social organization for Master Masons and all
are welcome to our Enchanted Realm. Grotto encourages
renewed interest in the Blue Lodge, its activities and
attendance. While Grotto is not and makes no claim to be
part of Symbolic Craft Masonry, we bear in mind that our
membership is composed entirely of Master Masons. We
wear the black fez with the red tassel and use the symbol
of the head of an ancient Persian ruler picked only for
their appeal in the early 1900’s. There is no connection to
any religious or political group in existence today.

The ritual is original and unique. The spectacular
ceremonial requires a cast of thirty or more and offers
unlimited opportunities in stage activities and stunt
performances. There is also an authorized “short” version
of the ritual for the smaller Grottoes. Its proper rendition
requires a large stage, elaborate costumes and stage

settings. It is mysterious, startling and spectacular with a
Persian atmosphere. While pervaded with a spirit of
wholesome fun, it teaches a serious lesson which lingers
with the initiate, instilling in him a spirit of optimism, a
kindly feeling for his brother man, and an impression of
good fellowship.

There are two Grottoes located in Arizona, one in
Phoenix and one in Tucson. Altan Kol Grotto meets in
Tucson on the second Thursday of each month and the
business of the Grotto is usually confined to less than one
hour. These meetings are always preceded by a pot luck
dinner served to both the ladies and men at absolutely no
cost to the individual. The initiation fee is one of the
lowest of any Masonic organization as is their annual
dues. They support various charities but their activities
are primarily social in nature. The six elected officers of
the Altan Kol Grotto are:

B. Thomas Dingwall, 11l - (Monarch) 458-6527
Timathy E. Davies - (Chief Justice) 407-2135
Kenneth W. Smith - (Master of Ceremonies) 298-4773
James W. Sebastian - (Venerable Prophet) 881-1001
Donald E. White - (Treasurer) 731-8688
Richard A. Kessler - (Secretary) 573-1132

If you are interested in the fun and social activities of
Altan Kol Grotto, please contact one of the above officers.
Our social activities are not limited to Grotto members so,
if you see a social activity that you would like to
participate in, give one of the officers a call. You will be
most welcome. Here are just a few of the social functions
planned:

May 14th  Bikes for Books presentation
May 23rd  Mystery Dinner Theater

June 27th  Ladies Night (complimentary)
Aug. 22nd  Special Olympics

There will be many more social functions throughout the
year. m

Facilities Available

By I1l.". J. Michael Atchley, 33°,
Personal Representative

Many of the facilities at the Tucson Scottish Cathedral
are available for public or private use, such as: receptions,
reunions, meetings, recitals, seminars, training classes,
memorial observances and concerts. These are examples
that may fit what is available.

If a need such as this becomes known, contact the office
at 622-8364 for available dates.
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